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The Gensan Air story
Spirit of General Santos

Gensan Air began with a simple ambition: to give General Santos a homegrown airline that
carried the identity of South-Central Mindanao wherever it flew. Its story grew from short
regional journeys into a wider Philippine network, with General Santos remaining the heart
of the operation.

ATR 72-600  /  THE REGIONAL BEGINNING

2014 An idea takes root
A group of local entrepreneurs and aviation professionals came together to develop
an airline based in General Santos. Their vision centered on the people of
SOCCSKSARGEN: families traveling between islands, students leaving for university,
business owners building new connections, and visitors discovering the region. The
name Gensan Air made that commitment visible from the beginning.

2015 The first flights
Operations began with two leased ATR 72-600 aircraft, linking General Santos with
Cebu and Iloilo. The turboprops gave the young airline a practical starting point for
regional services. Its early reputation grew through approachable service, a
manageable schedule, and crews who brought the warmth of home into the cabin.
Zamboanga joined the network as the operation settled.

2017 Entering the jet era
Gensan Air welcomed its first Airbus A319ceo and introduced a General
Santos-Manila service. The arrival of the jet marked a new chapter, allowing the
airline to serve longer domestic sectors while the ATR fleet continued its regional
work. For the company, carrying the Gensan name into the capital was a milestone
in its growth beyond Mindanao.
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A wider horizon
Growing the network. Keeping General Santos at its heart.

AIRBUS A319ceo AIRBUS A320ceo

2019 A larger aircraft, a wider reach
The Airbus A320ceo entered the fleet as demand grew on the Manila and Cebu
services. Gensan Air adopted three complementary aircraft roles: ATR 72-600s for
regional links, A319s for selected domestic routes, and A320s for its busiest services.
Expansion remained gradual, with General Santos serving as the airline's main base.

2020-2021 A test of resilience
The pandemic interrupted that momentum. Passenger services were sharply
reduced, aircraft spent long periods on the ground, and the airline worked through a
difficult period of restructuring. Limited essential and cargo operations helped
preserve parts of the business. The experience reshaped its approach to growth,
placing greater emphasis on financial discipline and a sustainable route network.

2022-2023 Rebuilding the connections
As travel returned, Gensan Air restored its core routes in stages. The recovery
focused on dependable schedules and rebuilding passenger confidence. Rather than
reopening every route at once, the airline strengthened the services that mattered
most to its home market, reconnecting families and supporting the return of regional
business and tourism.

2024-2026 Carrying the spirit of home
Gensan Air renewed its identity around the promise "Spirit of General Santos." Its
blue, green, and yellow livery expressed the sea, landscapes, and energy of its home
region, while the Spirit of Gensan special livery celebrated Mt. Matutum, Sarangani
Bay, and the city's tuna heritage. SOX Miles joined the passenger experience as the
airline entered its next chapter: connecting South-Central Mindanao with more of the
Philippines.



